68. A MASS MEETING OF INDIANS IN JOHANNESBURG

A mass meeting of our brethren was held in Johannesburg on Friday
morning. Representatives from almost every village attended at a notice
of only 24 hours, for which they deserve credit. Shctli Abdul Gani, Ma-
nager of the well-known business house of Messrs. Mahomed Gassam
Camroodeen, took the chair. He made an impressive speech and proved
lhat the modifications sought to be effected in the law by the Government
were not adequate. There are at present three categories of traders in
the Transvaal: (1) those who are carrying on trade under licences obtained
prior to the war; (2) those who have been trading without a licence; and
(3) those who obtained licences after the commencement of British rule.
The licences of those who were trading before the war are being renewed.
And now the Government intends to enact a law to the effect that
those belonging to the second category, that is to say, those trading without
a licence before the war, would be issued licences. The meeting was held
in order to secure justice for the third category, so that those who did
not trade before the war but who were granted licences by the British
officials might also obtain them. Mr. Chamberlain had himself said
that they, too, should get the licences.

[From Gujarati]
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69. A GENERAL LETTER1
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
21-24, COURT CHAMBERS,
RJSSIK STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
December 17, 1903
SIR,
In view of the approaching meeting of the Associated Chambers of
Commerce at Pretoria, in connection with the proposed amendment of
the Asiatic Bazaar Notice No. 356 of this year, I have the honour, on
behalf of the British Indian Association, to submit a short statement for
your consideration.
A British Indian deputation waited on the Right Honourable Mr. Cham-
berlain during his visit to the Transvaal, when the members of the depu-
tation were advised by him, as far as possible, to agree with the European
inhabitants of the Colony. I venture to assure you that such has ever
1 The letter, which was addressed to members of the Associated Chambers of Commerce
at Pretoria, was published in Indian Opinion, 24-12-1903, It was also sent to Dadabhai
Naoroji, who forwarded a copy to the Secretary of State for India.